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(57) ABSTRACT

A method for transmitting a signal to a transmitter at a
receiver in a wireless communication system is disclosed.
The method includes receiving first information to be trans-
mitted to the transmitter from a higher layer and activating a
timer, receiving second information to be transmitted to the
transmitter from the higher layer, and transmitting a resource
allocation request message to the transmitter, for transmitting
the first and second information, upon expiration of the timer.
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1
METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
TRANSMITTING AND RECEIVING SIGNAL
TO AND FROM NETWORK AT USER
EQUIPMENT IN A WIRELESS
COMMUNICATION SYSTEM

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a wireless communication
system, and more particularly, to a method and apparatus for
transmitting and receiving a signal to and from a network at a
User Equipment (UE) in a wireless communication system.

BACKGROUND ART

A brief description will be given of a 3rd Generation Part-
nership Project (3GPP) Long Term Evolution (LTE) system
as an example of a wireless communication system to which
the present invention can be applied.

FIG. 1 illustrates the configuration of an Evolved Universal
Mobile Telecommunications System (E-UMTS) network as
an exemplary wireless communication system. The E-UMTS
system is an evolution of the legacy UMTS system and the
3GPP is working on standardization of E-UMTS. E-UMTS is
also called an LTE system. For details of the technical speci-
fications of UMTS and E-UMTS, refer to “3rd Generation
Partnership Project; Technical Specification Group Radio
Access Network” Release 7 and Release 8, respectively.

Referring to FIG. 1, the E-UMTS system includes a User
Equipment (UE), an evolved Node B (eNode B or eNB), and
an Access Gateway (AG) which is located at an end of an
Evolved UMTS Terrestrial Radio Access Network (E-UT-
RAN) and connected to an external network. The eNB may
transmit multiple data streams simultaneously, for broadcast
service, multicast service, and/or unicast service.

A single eNB manages one or more cells. A cell is set to
operate in one of the bandwidths 0f 1.25,2.5, 5,10, 15 and 20
MHz and provides Downlink (DL) or Uplink (UL) transmis-
sion service to a plurality of UEs in the bandwidth. Different
cells may be configured so as to provide different bandwidths.
The eNB controls data transmission and reception to and
from a plurality of UEs. Regarding DL data, the eNB notifies
aparticular UE of a time-frequency area in which the DL data
is supposed to be transmitted, a coding scheme, a data size,
Hybrid Automatic Repeat reQuest (HARQ) information, etc.
by transmitting DL scheduling information to the UE.
Regarding UL data, the eNB notifies a particular UE of a
time-frequency area in which the UE can transmit data, a
coding scheme, a data size, HARQ information, etc. by trans-
mitting UL scheduling information to the UE. An interface
for transmitting user traffic or control traffic may be defined
between eNBs. A Core Network (CN) may include an AG and
anetwork node for user registration of UEs. The AG manages
the mobility of UEs on a Tracking Area (TA) basis. A TA
includes a plurality of cells.

While the development stage of wireless communication
technology has reached LTE based on Wideband Code Divi-
sion Multiple Access (WCDMA), the demands and expecta-
tions of users and service providers are on the increase. Con-
sidering other radio access technologies under development,
new technological evolutions are required to achieve future
competitiveness. Specifically, cost reduction per bit,
increased service availability, flexible use of frequency
bands, a simplified structure, an open interface, appropriate
power consumption of UEs, etc. are required.
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2
DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION

Technical Problem

An object of the present invention devised to solve the
problem lies on a method and apparatus for transmitting and
receiving a signal to and from a network at a UE in a wireless
communication system.

Solution to Problem

The object of the present invention can be achieved by
providing a method for transmitting a signal to a transmitter at
a receiver in a wireless communication system, including
receiving first information to be transmitted to the transmitter
from a higher layer and activating a timer, receiving second
information to be transmitted to the transmitter from the
higher layer, and transmitting a resource allocation request
message to the transmitter, for transmitting the first and sec-
ond information, upon expiration of the timer.

The method may further include receiving information
about the timer from the transmitter.

The resource allocation request message may include a
buffer status report message or a scheduling request message
transmitted on an uplink physical control channel.

The first and second information may be related to a pre-
determined radio bearer or a predetermined logical channel.
In this case, the method may further include receiving infor-
mation about the predetermined radio bearer or the predeter-
mined logical channel from the transmitter.

The first information may be a Radio Link Control (RLC)
status data unit and the second information may be an RLC
data unit. In this case, the RLC status data unit may include
ACKnowledgment/Negative ~ACKnowledgment (ACK/
NACK) information for an RL.C data unit received from the
transmitter.

The method may further include transmitting the first
information and the second information together or sepa-
rately to the transmitter.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

According to the embodiments of the present invention,
radio resources can be effectively allocated in various traffic
situations.

It will be appreciated by persons skilled in the art that the
effects that can be achieved with the present invention are not
limited to what has been particularly described hereinabove
and other advantages of the present invention will be more
clearly understood from the following detailed description
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are included to pro-
vide a further understanding of the invention, illustrate
embodiments of the invention and together with the descrip-
tion serve to explain the principle of the invention.

In the drawings:

FIG. 1 illustrates the configuration of an Evolved Universal
Mobile Telecommunications System (E-UMTS) network as
an example of a wireless communication system;

FIG. 2 conceptually illustrates the configuration of an
Evolved Universal Terrestrial Radio Access Network (E-UT-
RAN);

FIG. 3 illustrates a control-plane protocol stack and a user-
plane protocol stack in a radio interface protocol architecture
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conforming to a 3rd Generation Partnership Project (3GPP)
radio access network standard between a User Equipment
(UE) and the E-UTRAN;

FIG. 4 illustrates physical channels and a general signal
transmission method using the physical channels in a 3GPP
system,

FIGS. 5 and 6 illustrate a procedure for exchanging an
instant message between entities in the LTE system;

FIGS. 7 and 8 are diagrams illustrating signal flows for
Medium Access Control (MAC) uplink operations;

FIGS. 9 and 10 are detailed diagrams illustrating signal
flows for MAC downlink operations;

FIGS. 11 and 12 illustrate examples in which a delayed
buffer status report function is applied according to an
embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 13 is a block diagram of a communication apparatus
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

MODE FOR THE INVENTION

The configuration, operation, and other features of the
present invention will readily be understood with embodi-
ments of the present invention described with reference to the
attached drawings. Embodiments of the present invention as
set forth herein are examples in which the technical features
of'the present invention are applied to a 3rd Generation Part-
nership Project (3GPP) system.

While embodiments of the present invention are described
in the context of Long Term Evolution (LTE) and LTE-Ad-
vanced (LTE-A) systems, they are purely exemplary. There-
fore, the embodiments of the present invention are applicable
to any other communication system as long as the above
definitions are valid for the communication system.

FIG. 2 conceptually illustrates the configuration of an
Evolved Universal Terrestrial Radio Access Network (E-UT-
RAN). E-UTRAN is an evolution of the legacy UTRAN
system. The E-UTRAN includes evolved Node Bs (eNode Bs
or eNBs) which are connected to each other via an X2 inter-
face. A cell is connected to a User Equipment (UE) via aradio
interface and to an Evolved Packet Core (EPC) via an Si
interface.

The EPC includes a Mobility Management Entity (MME),
a Serving GateWay (S-GW), and a Packet Data Network-
GateWay (PDN-GW). The MME has information about con-
nections and capabilities of UEs, mainly for use in managing
the mobility of the UEs. The S-GW is a gateway having the
E-UTRAN as an end point, and the PDN-GW is a gateway
having a PDN as an end point.

FIG. 3 illustrates control-plane and user-plane protocol
stacks in a radio interface protocol architecture conforming to
a 3GPP wireless access network standard between a UE and
an E-UTRAN. The control plane is a path in which the UE and
the E-UTRAN transmit control messages to manage calls,
and the user plane is a path in which data generated from an
application layer, for example, voice data or Internet packet
data is transmitted.

A PHYsical (PHY) layer at Layer 1 (L1) provides infor-
mation transfer service to its higher layer, the Medium Access
Control (MAC) layer. The PHY layer is connected to the
MAC layer via transport channels. The transport channels
deliver data between the MAC layer and the PHY layer. Data
is transmitted on physical channels between the PHY layers
of'a transmitter and a receiver. The physical channels use time
and frequency as radio resources. Specifically, the physical
channels are modulated in Orthogonal Frequency Division

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4
Multiple Access (OFDMA) for downlink and in Single Car-
rier Frequency Division Multiple Access (SC-FDMA) for
uplink.

The MAC layer, the Radio Link Control (RLC) layer, and
the Packet Data Convergence Protocol (PDCP) layer exist at
Layer 2 (L2). The MAC layer at .2 maps various logical
channels to transport channels and multiplexes logical chan-
nels by mapping a plurality of logical channels to one trans-
port channel. The MAC layer is connected to its higher layer,
the RLC layer via logical channels. The logical channels are
divided largely into control channels carrying control-plane
information and traffic channels carrying user-plane informa-
tion according to the types of information transmitted on the
logical channels.

The RLC layer at L2 controls the size of data received from
a higher layer by segmenting and concatenating the data so
that the data is suitable for transmission via a radio link at a
lower layer. In addition, the RL.C layer provides three opera-
tion modes, Transparent Mode (TM), Unacknowledged
Mode (UM), and Acknowledged Mode (AM) in order to
ensure various Quality of Service (QoS) levels required for
Radio Bearers (RBs). Especially, an AM RLC takes charge of
retransmission by Automatic Repeat reQuest (ARQ), for reli-
able data transmission.

The PDCP layer at .2 performs header compression to
reduce the amount of relatively large unnecessary control
information and thus efficiently transmit Internet Protocol
(IP) packets such as IP version 4 (IPv4) or IP version 6 (IPv6)
packets via a radio link with a narrow bandwidth. As a con-
sequence, the header of data carries only necessary informa-
tion, thereby increasing the transmission efficiency of a radio
link. In the LTE system, the PDCP layer also performs a
security function. The security function includes ciphering
for preventing a third party from eavesdropping data and
integrity protection for preventing a third party from manipu-
lating data.

As described above, the PDCP layer performs a number of
functions including header compression, ciphering, integrity
protection, maintenance of PDCP Sequence Numbers (SNs),
etc. These functions are selectively performed according to
the type of an RB.

The Radio Resource Control (RRC) layer at Layer 3 (or
L3) is defined only on the control plane. The RRC layer
controls logical channels, transport channels, and physical
channels in relation to configuration, reconfiguration, and
release of RBs. An RB refers to a service provided at 1.2, for
data transmission between a UE and the E-UTRAN. For this
purpose, the RRC layers of the UE and the E-UTRAN
exchange RRC messages with each other.

RBs are categorized largely into Signaling RBs (SRBs) and
Data RBs (DRBs). An SRB delivers an RRC message on the
control plane and a DRB delivers user data on the user plane.
DRBs may be further divided into UM DRBs using a UM
RLC and AM DRBs using an AM RLC according to the
operation mode of a used RLC.

RRC states of a UE and how an RRC connection is estab-
lished will be described below. If an RRC connection has
been established between the RRC layers of the UE and the
E-UTRAN, the UE is in RRC_CONNECTED state. Other-
wise, the UE is in RRC_IDLE state.

The E-UTRAN may effectively control UEs because it can
determine the presence of RRC_CONNECTED UEs on acell
basis. However, the E-UTRAN cannot find out RRC_IDLE
UESs on a cell basis and thus a CN manages RRC_IDLE UEs
ona Tracking Area (TA) basis. A TA is an area unit larger than
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acell. Thatis, if an RRC_IDLE UE wants to receive a service
like voice or data service from a cell, it should transition to the
RRC_CONNECTED state.

Especially, when a user powers on a UE, the UE searches
for a suitable cell and then stays in the RRC_IDLE state. Only
when the RRC_IDLE UE needs to establish an RRC connec-
tion, the RRL_IDLE UE transitions to the RRC_CON-
NECTED state by performing an RRC connection establish-
ment procedure. In the case where uplink data transmission is
needed for a reason such as a call attempt from a user, or a
response message to a paging message received from the
E-UTRAN is to be transmitted, an RRC connection needs to
be established.

The Non-Access Stratum (NAS) layer above the RRC
layer performs functions such as session management, mobil-
ity management, etc. For management of UE mobility at the
NAS layer, two states are defined, EPS Mobility Management
(EMM)-REGISTERED and EMM-UNREGISTERED.
These two states are applied to UEs and an MME. A UE is
initially in the EMM-UNREGISTERED state. To access the
network, the UE registers to the network by an initial attach-
ment procedure. [fthe attachment procedure is successful, the
UE and the MME are placed in the EMM-REGISTERED
state.

For management of a signaling connection between a UE
and the EPC at the NAS layer, two states are defined, EPS
Connection Management (ECM) IDLE and ECM_CON-
NECTED. These two states are applied to UEs and the MME.
Ifan ECM_IDLE UE establishes an RRC connection with the
E-UTRAN, the UE is placed in the ECM_CONNECTED
state. When an ECM_IDLE MME establishes an S1 connec-
tion with the E-UTRAN, it is placed in the ECM_CON-
NECTED state.

When a UE is in the ECM_IDLE state, the E-UTRAN does
not have a context related to the UE. Thus, the ECM_IDLE
UE performs a UE-based mobility procedure such as cell
selection or cell reselection without the need of receiving a
command from the E-UTRAN. On the other hand, if the UE
is in the ECM_CONNECTED state, its mobility is managed
according to a command from the E-UTRAN. When the
ECM_IDLE UE moves to a location other than a location
known to the E-UTRAN, the UE notifies the E-UTRAN ofits
location by a TA update procedure.

Inthe LTE system, a cell covered by an eNB is set to one of
the bandwidths of 1.25, 2.5, 5, 10, 15, and 20 MHz and
provides downlink or uplink transmission service to a plural-
ity of UEs in the bandwidth. Different cells may be set to
different bandwidths.

Downlink transport channels used to deliver data from the
E-UTRAN to UEs include a Broadcast CHannel (BCH) car-
rying system information, a Paging CHannel (PCH) carrying
apaging message, and a Shared CHannel (SCH) carrying user
traffic or a control message. Downlink multicast traffic or
control messages or downlink broadcast traffic or control
messages may be transmitted on a downlink SCH or a sepa-
rately defined downlink Multicast CHannel (MCH).

Uplink transport channels used to deliver data from a UE to
the E-UTRAN include a Random Access CHannel (RACH)
carrying an initial control message and an uplink SCH carry-
ing user traffic or a control message. Logical channels that are
defined above transport channels and mapped to the transport
channels include a Broadcast Control CHannel (BCCH), a
Paging Control CHannel (PCCH), a Common Control CHan-
nel (CCCH), a Multicast Control CHannel (MCCH), and a
Multicast Traffic CHannel (MTCH).

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

FIG. 4 illustrates physical channels and a general method
for transmitting signals on the physical channels in the 3GPP
system.

Referring to FIG. 4, when a UE is powered on or enters a
new cell, the UE performs initial cell search (S401). The
initial cell search involves acquisition of synchronization to
an eNB. Specifically, the UE synchronizes its timing to the
eNB and acquires a cell Identifier (ID) and other information
by receiving a Primary Synchronization CHannel (P-SCH)
and a Secondary Synchronization CHannel (S-SCH) from the
eNB. Then the UE may acquire information broadcast in the
cell by receiving a Physical Broadcast CHannel (PBCH) from
the eNB. During the initial cell search, the UE may monitor a
downlink channel state by receiving a DownLink Reference
Signal (DL RS).

After the initial cell search, the UE may acquire detailed
system information by receiving a Physical Downlink Con-
trol CHannel (PDCCH) and receiving a Physical Downlink
Shared CHannel (PDSCH) based on information included in
the PDCCH (S402).

If the UE initially accesses the eNB or has no radio
resource for signal transmission, the UE may perform a ran-
dom access procedure with the eNB (S403 to S406). In the
random access procedure, the UE may transmit a predeter-
mined sequence as a preamble on a Physical Random Access
CHannel (PRACH) (S403) and receive a response message to
the preamble on a PDCCH and a PDSCH associated with the
PDCCH (S404). In case of a contention-based random access
procedure, the UE may additionally perform a contention
resolution procedure.

After the above procedure, the UE may receive a PDCCH
and/or a PDSCH from the eNB (S407) and transmit a Physical
Uplink Shared CHannel (PUSCH) and/or a Physical Uplink
Control CHannel (PUCCH) to the eNB (S408), which is a
general downlink and uplink signal transmission procedure.
Particularly, the UE receives Downlink Control Information
(DCI) on a PDCCH. Herein, the DCI includes control infor-
mation such as resource allocation information for the UE.
Different DCI formats are defined according to different
usages of DCI.

Control information that the UE transmits to the eNB on
the uplink or receives from the eNB on the downlink includes
a downlink/uplink ACKnowledgment/Negative ACKnowl-
edgment (ACK/NACK) signal, a Channel Quality Indicator
(CQI), a Precoding Matrix Index (PMI), a Rank Indicator
(RI), etc. In the 3GPP LTE system, the UE may transmit
control information such as a CQI, a PMI, an RI, etc. on a
PUSCH and/or a PUCCH.

Now a description will be given of an operation for trans-
mitting and receiving an instant message in the LTE system.

FIGS. 5 and 6 illustrate a procedure for exchanging an
instant message between entities in the LTE system. Specifi-
cally, FIG. 5 illustrates a procedure for transmitting an instant
message to a message Switching Board (SB) of a network by
an instant message application of'a UE and FIG. 6 illustrates
a procedure for receiving an instant message from the mes-
sage SB of the network by the instant message application of
the UE.

Referring to FIGS. 5 and 6, to transmit or receive a single
instant message, a total of four MAC operations, that is, two
MAC UL operations and two MAC DL operations are per-
formed.

FIGS. 7 and 8 are diagrams illustrating signal flows for
MAC UL operations. Specifically, FIGS. 7 and 8 illustrate
MAC operations for transmitting an RLC ACK or an RL.C
PDU from a UE to a network.
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FIG. 7 is based on the assumption that the UE has not
acquired uplink synchronization or no Scheduling Request
(SR) resources have been configured for the UE. In this case,
the UE may transmit an RLC ACK or an RLC PDU to the
network only after performing a random access procedure for
transmitting uplink data, as illustrated in FIG. 7.

FIG. 8 is based on the assumption that the UE has acquired
uplink synchronization or SR resources have been configured
ona PUCCH for the UE. In this case, the UE may not perform
operations such as transmission of an RACH preamble and
reception of a response to the RACH preamble by transmit-
ting an SR on the PUCCH.

FIGS. 9 and 10 are detailed diagrams illustrating signal
flows for MAC DL operations. Specifically, FIGS. 9 and 10
illustrate MAC operations for transmitting an RLC ACK oran
RLC PDU from the network to the UE.

FIG. 9 is based on the assumption that the UE has not
acquired uplink synchronization. In this case, when the net-
work is to transmit data to the UE, the network should first
control the UE to acquire uplink synchronization by a random
access procedure. Therefore, the network transmits a PDCCH
Order to the UE so that the UE may perform the random
access procedure as illustrated in FIG. 8. Only after the UE
acquires uplink synchronization by the random access proce-
dure, the network can transmit data to the UE.

FIG. 10 is based on the assumption that the UE has
acquired uplink synchronization. In this case, the network can
transmit data to the UE immediately.

As noted from FIGS. 5 to 10, many MAC operations and
RLC operations are needed for transmitting a single message.
That is, the current LTE protocols do not consider the opera-
tion characteristics of each higher-layer application and as a
result, many operations are redundantly performed at the
lower PDCP, RLC, and MAC layers.

The present invention is intended to solve the above prob-
lem. More particularly, the present invention provides a
method for reducing unnecessary operations of each LTE
protocol layer and efficiently using radio resources by
enabling the LTE protocol layer to operate effectively, taking
into account the characteristics of data generated from each
application.

<Embodiment 1>

In accordance with an embodiment, even though a buffer
status report is triggered at the MAC layer of a UE, the buffer
status report is transmitted to a network after a predetermined
time delay, rather than it is transmitted immediately to the
network. That is, a delayed buffer status report is transmitted
to the network. As a result, an RLC ACK and an RLC PDU
may be transmitted together.

Specifically, the network may indicate use of a delayed
buffer status report function to the UE. In this case, the net-
work may command delayed transmission of only a buffer
status report message triggered for data of a specific bearer or
a specific logical channel, or delayed transmission of a buffer
status report message for data of all bearers or all logical
channels.

For convenience' sake of description, it is assumed herein
that the network commands delayed transmission of only a
buffer status report message triggered for data of a specific
bearer or logical channel.

FIGS. 11 and 12 illustrate examples in which the delayed
buffer status report function is applied according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 11 illustrates an exemplary signal flow for a MAC UL
operation according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion. Especially, FIG. 11 is based on the assumption that the
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UE has not acquired uplink synchronization or no SR
resources have been configured for the UE.

Referring to FIG. 11, even though a buffer status report is
triggered at the MAC layer of the UE (1101), the UE transmits
the buffer status report after as much a delay time as a timer
value 1102. The timer value is preferably a time period for
which an RL.C PDU reaches a buffer of the MAC layer while
atimer is running. The use of the delayed buffer status report
may result in simultaneous transmission of an RLC ACK and
an RLC PDU.

FIG. 12 illustrates an exemplary procedure for receiving an
instant message from the message SB of the network by the
instant message application of the UE according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 12, as an RLC ACK and an RLC PDU are
transmitted together using a delayed buffer status report as
illustrated in FIG. 11, two MAC UL operations are reduced to
one MAC UL operation.

In the case where the delayed buffer status report function
is activated, when a buffer status report is triggered due to
arrival of data at a specific bearer or logical channel, the UE
transmits a buffer status report message to the network after a
predetermined time delay using a timer, rather than immedi-
ately.

It may be further contemplated as another method that
upon arrival of data at a specific bearer or logical channel, the
UE activates a timer and upon expiration of the timer, the UE
triggers a buffer status report and transmits the buffer status
report to the network.

It may be further contemplated as a further method that
when a buffer status report is triggered upon arrival of data at
a specific bearer or logical channel, the UE transmits an SR
signal on a PUCCH by an SR procedure or performs a random
access procedure after a predetermined time delay using a
timer. That is, the UE may delay the SR procedure or the
random access procedure.

<Embodiment 2>

In accordance with another embodiment of the present
invention, in the presence of feedback information to be trans-
mitted to a peer RLC entity, an RLC entity transmits the
feedback information after a predetermined time delay, rather
than immediately. That is, an RLC ACK is transmitted after a
time delay.

For example, upon generation of an RLC Status PDU to be
transmitted to an RLC entity of the network, an RL.C entity of
a UE transmits the RLC Status PDU to the network after a
predetermined time delay using a timer, rather than immedi-
ately. The RLC Status PDU is a data unit including an ACK/
NACK for a received downlink RLC PDU or a data unit
including control information to be transmitted to the peer
RLC entity. A MAC entity considers that the RLC Status PDU
has not arrived at a buffer until a predetermined time elapses.

Upon generation of general data to be transmitted to the
RLC entity of the network in addition to the RLC Status PDU,
the RLC entity of the UE may decide to transmit the RLC
Status PDU immediately.

Preferably, delayed transmission of an RL.C Status PDU
from the RLC entity may be limited to an RLC Status PDU
including an ACK/NACK for an RLC PDU.

To support the operation of the RLC entity, a higher layer
may notify the RLC layer whether an RL.C Status PDU is to
be transmitted after a time delay.

<Embodiment 3>

In accordance with a third embodiment of the present
invention, a method for efficiently allocating and deallocating
radio resources is provided in order to prevent a decrease in
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utilization of radio resources which have already been allo-
cated to a UE but have not been used often.

For instance, the network transmits a plurality of pieces of
radio resource configuration information in a System Infor-
mation Block (SUB) or an RRC message. Preferably, the
network assigns serial numbers to the plurality of pieces of
radio resource configuration information and indicates the
serial numbers to the UE. For example, the network assigns
serial numbers like 1, 2, 3, . . . to PUCCH resources for an SR
procedure and indicates the serial numbers to the UE.

Then the network notifies the UE of specific radio
resources to be used from among configured radio resources.
Preferably, the network notifies the UE of the serial number of
specific radio resources allocated to the UE and the UE uses
the radio resources indicated by the serial number.

When indicating use of the specific radio resources to the
UE, the network uses MAC signaling. Preferably, the network
transmits information about the specific radio resources to the
UE by means of a MAC control element. The MAC control
element includes the serial number of the specific radio
resources allocated to the UE. In addition, if a predetermined
condition is satisfied, the radio resources allocated to the UE
are released. That is, if the specific condition is satisfied, the
UE is not allowed to use the specific radio resources allocated
to it any longer.

The predetermined condition may be expiration of a timer.
For example, once specific radio resources are allocated to the
UE, the UE activates a specific timer. Upon expiration of the
timer, the UE releases the allocated radio resources and does
not use them any longer. Meanwhile, the predetermined con-
dition may be reception of a resource deallocation command
from the network at the UE. For example, upon receipt of a
resource deallocation message from the network while the
UE is using allocated specific radio resources, the UE releases
the radio resources and does not use them any longer.

Preferably, the network may directly indicate specific radio
resources temporarily allocated to the UE without using a
serial number, whenever needed.

In one of methods for implementing the present invention,
the network may allocate radio resources directly to the UE
by MAC signaling. For example, when the UE performs a
random access procedure, the network may indicate PUCCH
resources allocated for an SR to the UE by a Random Access
Response message. In this case, when the UE should perform
an SR procedure, the UE may use the allocated radio
resources. The network may additionally notify the UE when
to release the radio resources. Then, the UE stops using the
radio resources allocated by MAC signaling a predetermined
time later.

The UE may release the allocated radio resources a prede-
termined time after the last time of using the specific radio
resources, not a predetermined time after the allocation time
of the specific radio resources.

Preferably, the network may indicate the predetermined
time or timer information to the UE by an SIB. In addition, the
network may indicate each of the afore-mentioned predeter-
mined times to each UE by an RRC message, MAC signaling,
or a combination of an SIB, an RRC message, and a MAC
message.

<Embodiment 4>

It a UE stays long in RRC_CONNECTED state, the UE
should transmit a measurement report message continuously
to the network. If the UE fails to transmit the measurement
report message to the network at an appropriate time, the
network cannot transmit a handover message to the UE at an
appropriate timing and thus a connection is released from the
network. Meanwhile, upon generation of transmission data in
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10
RRC_IDLE state, the UE should perform a procedure for
transitioning to the RRC_CONNECTED state each time. As
a consequence, resources within a cell are wasted and the
battery of the UE is consumed.

Accordingly, the present invention provides a method for
reducing signaling messages exchanged between a UE and a
network and enabling the UE to transition to a state in which
data transmission and reception is effective, upon generation
of data, by effectively managing the states of the UE.

Specifically, upon receipt of an RRC mobility command
from the network in RRC_CONNECTED state, the UE oper-
ates in a similar manner to in RRC_IDLE state. Then when
data to be transmitted to the network is generated or the
network indicates the presence of data to be transmitted to the
UE by a paging message, the UE performs an RRC connec-
tion reestablishment procedure.

Conventionally, when an RRC_CONNECTED UE cannot
perform handover to a cell indicated by the network (han-
dover failure) or the RRC_CONNECTED UE reselects a cell
due to poor state of a signal from a connected cell for a
predetermined time or longer (radio link failure), the RRC_
CONNECTED UE performs an RRC connection reestablish-
ment procedure. Herein, the UE freely selects a cell to camp
on. That is, the RRC_CONNECTED UE keeps connected to
acell indicated by the network except for the above cases, i.e.
handover failure or radio link failure, rather than it selects a
cell on its own.

However, upon receipt of an RRC mobility command from
the network in RRC_CONNECTED state, a UE determines a
cell to camp on for itself even though handover failure or
radio link failure does not occur in a fourth embodiment of the
present invention.

Specifically, upon receipt of a message like an RRC mobil-
ity command from the network in RRC_CONNECTED state,
a UE transitions to a temporary state called RRC temp state.
The RRC temp state refers to a state in which an eNB has a
context of a UE but the UE can select a cell on its own. On the
other hand, the eNB has the context of the UE and the UE can
select a cell according to a command from the eNB in the
RRC_CONNECTED state. In the RRC_IDLE state, the eNB
does not have the context of the UE and the UE can select a
cell on its own.

Inthe RRC temp state, the UE determines a cell to camp on
by cell reselection as in the RRC_IDLE state. Even though its
serving cell is changed, the UE does not perform an RRC
connection reestablishment procedure. Subsequently, upon
generation of data to be transmitted to the network or data to
be received from the network, the UE performs the RRC
connection reestablishment procedure. In addition, the UE
maintains bearer configuration information set in the RRC_
CONNECTED state, in the RRC temp state.

When the UE enters a cell that is not allowed for the UE in
the RRC temp state, the UE transitions to the RRC_IDLE
state. That is, the network may transmit to the UE information
about cells with which the UE is allowed to perform the RRC
connection reestablishment procedure during the above
operation. In this case, the RRC maintains the RRC temp state
only inan allowed cell and then performs the RRC connection
reestablishment procedure, when needed. Cells that are not
allowed for the UE include a cell within a Public Land Mobile
Network (PLMN) other than a Home-PLMN (HPLMN), a
cell withina PLMN other than the PLMN of a cell from which
a UE receives an RRC mobility command, and a cell that is
not included in a list of cells allowed by the network.

FIG. 13 is a block diagram of a communication apparatus
according to an embodiment of the present invention.
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Referring to FIG. 13, a communication apparatus 1300
includes a processor 1310, a memory 1320, a Radio Fre-
quency (RF) module 1330, a display module 1340, and a user
interface module 1350.

For the convenience’s sake of description, the communi-
cation apparatus 1300 is shown as including the components
in FIG. 13. Thus, some modules may be omitted from or
added to the communication apparatus 1300, when needed. In
addition, a module in the communication apparatus 1300 may
be configured into separate modules. The processor 1310 is
configured to perform operations according to the embodi-
ments of the present invention described before with refer-
ence to FIGS. 1 to 12.

The memory 1320 is connected to the processor 1310 and
stores an Operating System (OS), applications, program
code, and data. The RF module 1330 is connected to the
processor 1310 and functions to convert a baseband signal to
an RF signal or an RF signal to a baseband signal. For this
purpose, the RF module 1330 performs analog conversion,
amplification, filtering, and frequency upconversion, or per-
forms these operations reversely. The display module 1340 is
connected to the processor 1310 and displays various types of
information. The display module 1340 may be configured
with, but not limited to, known components such as a Liquid
Crystal Display (LCD), a Light Emitting Diode LED), and an
Organic Light Emitting Diode (OLED). The user interface
module 1350 is connected to the processor 1310 and may be
configured using known user interfaces such as a keypad, a
touch screen, etc. in combination.

The embodiments of the present invention described above
are combinations of elements and features of the present
invention. The elements or features may be considered selec-
tive unless otherwise mentioned. Each element or feature
may be practiced without being combined with other ele-
ments or features. Further, an embodiment of the present
invention may be constructed by combining parts of the ele-
ments and/or features. Operation orders described in embodi-
ments of the present invention may be rearranged. Some
constructions of any one embodiment may be included in
another embodiment and may be replaced with correspond-
ing constructions of another embodiment. It is obvious to
those skilled in the art that claims that are not explicitly cited
in each other in the appended claims may be presented in
combination as an embodiment of the present invention or
included as a new claim by a subsequent amendment after the
application is filed.

In the embodiments of the present invention, a description
is made, centering on a data transmission and reception rela-
tionship among a BS and a UE. In some cases, a specific
operation described as performed by the BS may be per-
formed by an upper node of the BS. Namely, it is apparent
that, in a network comprised of a plurality of network nodes
including a BS, various operations performed for communi-
cation with a UE may be performed by the BS, or network
nodes other than the BS. The term ‘BS’ may be replaced with
the term, fixed station, Node B, eNode B (eNB), access point,
etc.

The embodiments of the present invention may be achieved
by various means, for example, hardware, firmware, soft-
ware, or a combination thereof. In a hardware configuration,
an embodiment of the present invention may be achieved by
one or more ASICs (application specific integrated circuits),
DSPs (digital signal processors), DSDPs (digital signal pro-
cessing devices), PLDs (programmable logic devices),
FPGAs (field programmable gate arrays), processors, con-
trollers, microcontrollers, microprocessors, etc.
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In a firmware or software configuration, an embodiment of
the present invention may be implemented in the form of a
module, a procedure, a function, etc. Software code may be
stored in a memory unit and executed by a processor. The
memory unit is located at the interior or exterior of the pro-
cessor and may transmit and receive data to and from the
processor via various known means.

Those skilled in the art will appreciate that the present
invention may be carried out in other specific ways than those
set forth herein without departing from the spirit and essential
characteristics of the present invention. The above embodi-
ments are therefore to be construed in all aspects as illustra-
tive and not restrictive. The scope of the invention should be
determined by the appended claims and their legal equiva-
lents, not by the above description, and all changes coming
within the meaning and equivalency range of the appended
claims are intended to be embraced therein.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

While the method and apparatus for transmitting and
receiving a signal to and from a network at a UE in a wireless
communication system have been described in the context of
a 3GPP LTE system, they are applicable to other various
wireless communication systems.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for transmitting a signal to a transmitter at a
receiver in a wireless communication system, the method
comprising:

receiving first information to be transmitted to the trans-

mitter from a higher layer and starting a first timer;
receiving second information to be transmitted to the trans-
mitter from the higher layer;

transmitting a resource allocation request message to the

transmitter, for transmitting the first and second infor-
mation, upon expiration of the first timer;
receiving radio resource information for transmitting the
first and second information, in response to the resource
allocation request message from the transmitter;

transmitting the first and second information using an allo-
cated radio resource indicated by the radio resource
information;

starting or restarting a second timer; and

releasing the allocated radio resource upon expiration of

the second timer.

2. The method according to claim 1, further comprising
receiving information about the first timer from the transmit-
ter.

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein the resource
allocation request message is a buffer status report message.

4. The method according to claim 1, wherein the resource
allocation request message is a scheduling request message
transmitted on an uplink physical control channel.

5. The method according to claim 1, wherein the first and
second information is related to a predetermined radio bearer
or a predetermined logical channel.

6. The method according to claim 5, further comprising
receiving, from the transmitter, information about the prede-
termined radio bearer or the predetermined logical channel.

7. The method according to claim 1, wherein:

the first information is a Radio Link Control (RLC) status

data unit; and

the second information is an RLC data unit.

8. The method according to claim 7, wherein the RLC
status data unit includes ACKnowledgment/Negative
ACKnowledgment (ACK/NACK) information for an RLC
data unit received from the transmitter.
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9. The method according to 8, further comprising, if the
RLC status data unit is not ACK/NACK information, trans-
mitting the RLC status data unit immediately, regardless of
the expiration of the first timer.

10. The method according to claim 1, wherein the first
information and the second information are transmitted
together to the transmitter.

11. The method according to claim 1, wherein the first
information and the second information are transmitted sepa-
rately to the transmitter.

12. The method according to claim 1, wherein the second
timer is started when the allocated radio resource indicated by
the radio resource information is allocated to the receiver.

13. The method according to claim 1, wherein the second
timer is started or restarted when the receiver stops using the
allocated radio resource.

14. The method according to claim 1, wherein the radio
resource information is received through System Information
Block, Radio Resource Control message, or Medium Access
Control signaling.
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